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Come to VBS this summer July 7 — 11" and meet Buddy and his
forest friends. Join us on an amazing hike through the Bible to learn
about Jesus, our Forever Friend. We will hear stories about Jesus,
learn Bible verses in Bible Challenge time, make crafts, have snacks,
play games and sing. Children ages 4 to Grade 8 are welcome. We
begin at 9:00 each day and end at 11:30. What fun we will have with
old and new friends.

VOLUNTEERS

We need many volunteers to do a variety of tasks during the week of
VBS. Our challenge this year is to find these volunteers from within
our congregation. Please prayerfully consider helping. We need
teachers, assistants, craft helpers, playground staff, actors,
musicians, offering counters, kitchen staff and media technician.

To volunteer, call Delaine Magwood 905 822-1432

REGISTRATION
Please register early by calling Delaine or fill out a registration form
that will be available soon.

Come join us around the campfire July 7" to 11™

“Greater love has no one that this, that he lay down his life for his
fiends. You are My friends.” John 15: 13-14

Sharyn Thibault, VBS Director




Easter 2008
Beloved in Christ Jesus our Risen Lord and Saviour,

Do you have a favourite Easter hymn? Is it one will lots of
hallelujahs? Hallelujah means "Praise the Lord!" This is indeed
the time to praise the Lord because Jesus is risen .. he is risen
indeed! We celebrate Christ's victory over sin, death and the
devil. We rejoice in the gifts that His victory gives:
forgiveness, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting.

Here's a challenge for you. Can you sum up the whole Easter
message in just one word? The hymn, "He's Risen, He's Risen"
does it, at least its original German it does. The original uses
the word “Erstanden.” That's rather neat, especially since the
original in Greek also uses just one word for the angel's
message, "he is risen.”

I love this hymn because it paints such a wonderful picture. Verse 4 tells us that death has now lost its
sting, paradise and heaven are now ours, sin is paid for by his blood on the cross, we are redeemed and
forgiven, we are his, now and forever.

My favourite verse, though, is the second one. It gives us the beautiful picture of Good Friday night:

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree

In Satan's domain his hosts shouted and jeered,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones feared!

Close your eyes and imagine the celebration in Satan's sanctum. That must have been some party! Down
through the centuries, God and Satan had struggled head to head, nose to nose, one on one. The
struggle had gone on skirmish after skirmish, with God preserving the promise of a Saviour, the seed of
the woman to one day crush Satan, and the devil trying to short circuit the promise.

6od gave Adam and Eve two sons - the beginning of the promise's fulfillment. Then the Devil tempts one
to murder the other. He thought that would be the end of the promise! But God sent another son to
carry on the promise. So it went, generation after generation. God promised to deliver Israel from
slavery. Satan tried to drown Moses in the Nile River. It didn't work. Time and again Satan tried to
short circuit the promise and plan for a Saviour. Time and again the Lord sidestepped the move and
continued toward the goal.

Finally, after all that time, everything came down to Calvary. It all came down to Jesus. This one would
be for all the marbles. It's the seventh game of the cup final, the score is tied. It's overtime and
there's no tomorrow. Everything is riding on the Son of God. The hopes and fears of all the years are
met in him.



Late that Friday afternoon, Jesus cried out in a loud voice and gave up his spirit. The earth shook, the
curtain in the temple was torn in two. The women wept; the disciples were scattered; the cold stone
sealed the tomb. The devils were overjoyed and the fans went crazy! What a party Satan and all his
demons were going to have. The King of kings was in the grave; death held the Son of God in its grasp;
corruption was about to do its work. So the devil leaves death and corruption in charge while he and all
the rest of the demons spend a night on the town. It's time for a party and they have a devilishly
delightful celebration dinner, devilled eggs, devilled ham sandwiches, barbecued wings with hot sauce
and lots of extra Tabasco, jalapefio peppers on the side. For dessert it's devil's food cake.

That's why I so delight to sing the third verse of that hymn. It's theme is a simple one: "Surprise Satan,
you losel”

But short was their triumph, the Saviour arose
And death, hell, and Satan he vanguished his foes
The conguering Lord lifts his banner on high

He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die/

Death was supposed to hold Jesus. Corruption was supposed to get rid of him. But neither one could
touch him or hold him. The devil thought that Jesus' death would end the struggle and give him the
victory. Was he ever wrong.

St. Paul says it this way, “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Do you know what that victory means?
It gives us a hope and a future. It gives us reason to celebrate and sing.

Peter would later write these words: "And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you
will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts.” What do you believe? Because Jesus is risen from the dead, lives and reigns
to all eternity ... what follows?

What follows is that God has blessed you with every spiritual blessing as you celebrate Christ's victory
over sin, death and the devil. It follows that you and I can rejoice in the gifts that His victory gives:
forgiveness, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. It follows that you and I have the
privilege of sharing this glorious message.

Yes, the victory is won, but the struggle continues. We struggle daily to overcome sin and temptation,
and when we fail, Jesus come near, calls us by name and forgives us anew. Then he gives us a new
struggle - he invites us to be part of the struggle for souls, lost souls, souls that don't know that sin has
been paid for, souls that don't know this Saviour, souls that need to hear the message, he is risen. He is
risen indeed!

Peace and Joy in Jesus,

Pastor Larry Flohr



Lutheran Bible Translators Sunday with Martin and Joan Weber on April 13, 2008

Mazrch 2008

Dear Friend:

While Easter Sunday draws us to the miracle of Christ’s resurrection, we
now enter another period of miracles that leads to Ascension. For 40 days follow-
ing his resurrection, Jesus revealed himself through many more miracles to his
disciples who witnessed them. Praise God that we continue to read of these mira-
cles today. So numerous were His miracles and words that, as St John explained
to his readers “the whole world would not have room for the books that would

be written” regarding all the things he did.
(John 21:25).

Just fanciful, historic stories? Hardly!
There were too many first-hand accounts
from those wanting to share them so others
would know. Meant to be treasured by not
only the eyewitnesses, for us in the 21st cen-
tury “who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved”, Jesus blesses us with them too (John
20:29b).

How do miracles connect with the efforts of Lutheran Bible Translators of
Canada? Ask any of our translators because they see the connection almost every
day. When Jesus Christ is revealed to His people who have never heard of him, it
is an amazing experience. Watching the miracle of them hold a New Testament
in their mother tongue language for the first time makes every effort worth it.

All involved at Lutheran Bible Translators of Canada, including you and
me, depend on the miracle of God providing these skilled translators to tell oth-
ers about Him and putting Scripture into their hands. As prayer and financial
partners, we are the vital link to sending and supporting workers. Through us,
the miracle of “resources” assists translators and literacy experts continue to do

this holy work effectively.

Martin & Joan Weber, LBTC missionaries to the Kwanja people of Camer-
oon, plan to return to Africa in June 2008 after their seven-month furlough in
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North America to continue literacy work. Their airfare is $2500. While this is a very good
price for such a trip, it is still a very big expense for Lutheran Bible Translators of Canada.

When they return, the Webers will need two new
computers and other equipment to continue their work.
Weather conditions, technological changes and almost-
continual usage wreak havoc on their computers in Africa.
Yet this equipment is essential for communicating and de-
signing literacy material so the Kwanjas will learn their lan-
guage and understand their New Testaments. Through the
financial assistance of friends at Saviour Lutheran Church
in Delta BC and matching funds from Faith Life Financial,
Martin’s computer has already been purchased. We still
R A " need $1300 to cover the cost of Joan's computer, the war-
ranty, extra RAM memory, DVD burner and 6 flash drives.

Regarding other equipment that would be useful, Martin didn’t take long to suggest
“more tape players”. Apparently when their son Sammy and his teammates were in Camer-
oon on a summer work term in 2004, they recorded Old '
Testament story tapes. While some old tape players/recorders
are still being used, they really need ten (10) additional play-
ers so more Kwanjas can hear these recordings. Martin
advised that he can get batteries and solar panels for free
from a group in Michigan. All he needs is the tape players
and estimates $650 will cover this cost.

Your prayers asking God to provide all these needs is
greatly appreciated. Then please consider how you might use
some of God's gifts to help with these projects. Every
financial gift LBTC receives makes a tremendous difference by giving a “resource” miracle
share the Gospel in Cameroon. If you have further questions about these projects I encour-
age you to contact me at our Kitchener office. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of these projects and may God continue to bless you as you help provide
miracles throughout His Kingdom.

In service to Christ and you,

9‘.,»};4

Jane Ford, Interim Executive Director
Lutheran Bible Translators of Canada

Toll free 1-866-518-7071-+ Email info@lbtc.ca




From the Principal’s Desk
Greetings from Lois Munz
Christ Our King Nursery School/Kindergarten
Friday, March 28, 2008

Many important calendar dates happened within a short time during this month.
The children were only at school thirteen days in March, as March Break and
Easter were only a few days apart this year. As well, it was difficult for the
teachers to try to use the theme that “March comes in like a lion and goes out like
a lamb”, with snow and cold temperatures persisting throughout the month.

However, the Biblical messages of Passion Week and the celebration of our Lord

. Jesus Christ’s glorious resurrection, as the reason for Easter, were taught and
relnforced through stories, poems, songs, art work and role playing. The children have the assurance that “because He
lives, we will live also — eternally”. What a wonderful message to be able to share!

The children enjoyed sharing the Easter message — and juice and cookies — with the “grandmas and grandpas” at Erin
Mills Lodge. It truly is special when some of the residents are reminded of songs from their pasts and join in to help the
children sing some of them. It is very helpful to have Pastor Flohr provide the guitar accompaniment to keep us in tune

with the melody.

The signs of Spring in nature are becoming more evident, so the students are watching and reporting on what is being
observed. We are waiting patiently for the first robin to appear in the neighbourhood.

Preparations have been made for the Open House dates of March 28" and 30", 2008. It is encouraging to have new
families tour the facilities and take information packages. We pray that they will choose to have their children enroll in our

programs.

The special Sunday Open House was planned to have a convenient time for congregational families to meet with school
Staff and gain information about the benefits of choosing a Christian school setting for their children. The Staff was invited
to attend the 11:00 a.m. worship service and be introduced to the congregation before the luncheon/Open House.

The next Open House dates are:

Wednesday, April 23rd,  9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 24th, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Monday, June 9th, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

If you know of a family that would be interested in finding out more about our school, piease encourage them to visit at
one of the Open House times.

Christ Our King Nursery School/Kindergarten would like to thank the members of the congregation who took part in the
Holy Week Prayer Vigil, for including prayers for our Staff and students. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all

Kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Ephesians 6:18



A School Parent/Guardian Service Satisfaction Survey was distributed to each school family. Seventeen surveys out of a
possible thirty were filled in and returned. The topics on the survey covered facilities, staffing, educational services,
religious programs, family events, future plans and advertising.

There was a high degree of satisfaction (level 5, with a few at level 4) reported on each of the topics. Word of mouth was
foremost on how people knew about the school, with the signage out front being a close second.

There was the most interest in enrolling children in the Junior Kindergarten for next year, as well as interest in the school
offering an afternoon Nursery School program.

Some anecdotal comments were:

What do we do well?

Socialization of children into school setting
Religious focus

Incorporation of physical activity into learning program

Communication with parents

Christmas pageant

We are very happy with the facilities, especially the outdoor facilities.

Overall care of the children

Teaching them about respect for one another (sharing and involving God and his teachings into their lives)
The Nursery School program is excellent. | always recommend it to friends.

You know the children as individuals and enjoy them, challenge them to learn and encourage them to grow at their
own pace

You provide a safe, fun educational environment for young learners

One on one interaction with children

Questions and concerns dealt with sensitively and efficiently

Make learning fun

The family Advent stuff was very impressive!

Take good care of the kids, show interest in our family

Involvement with the Lodge (grandmas and grandpas), music, good crafts/art

One of my favourite things is seeing the teachers face to face daily.

Greet and form relationships with families; we are not just a number

You are open — public schools (for what they feel are safety issues) remain “hidden”
Your encouragement to families in their walk with God is greatly appreciated

You respect kids and are very kind to them.

You made my child like school
Some Staff are excellent, others need some time for me to acquaint with before | place a judgment

Keep up the great work — more Summer events to keep the school connected
Working with my financial situation (thanks!)

Choosing a good teacher for my daughter whom she really likes because of the amount of fun and learning she does
Excellent job keeping the driveway ice-free

Very clean classroom

Staff very friendly and professional

I am pleased with my child’s learning in Nursery School. Great resources!
Very professional and nurturing atmosphere

COK is a terrific place

Everything!

We love the school and its programming

The school makes it seem like a very Christian, very family friendly school

What could we do better?

e Alittle more academic focus (i.e. printing letters earlier in the year)
Show work samples at parent interview time

Could the program be lengthened (9 — noon)?

The playground/piay structure could be up-dated

Snow not removed sufficiently from parking lot and play area

Do the children have opportunities to acquire computer skills?

| am not familiar with the computer facilities



e More updates on how the kids (NS) are adjusting at school, perhaps an additional parent-teacher meeting
between January and March
« More children in the Kindergarten

The school families are invited to join the congregational Family Night on Wednesday, April 9™ at 6:00 p.m. for a meal and
age appropriate activities.

A “Kids Concert” is being planned for Saturday, April 26, 2008, from 1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m. An invitation will be going out to
our Nursery School/Kindergarten families as well as congregational families and families in the community. The
performers for the concert will be the members of “The Crew” who will be at Christ Our King Church for the weekend
doing a workshop with the youth and taking part in the worship service. Please plan to join us.

The Angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I Knpow that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; fie
has risen, just as he has said”.. Matthew 28: 5, 6 ’ :

[lom the Lioiay Shelf

Focusing on Prayer

Consider how your own prayer life might be deepened and how the scope of things you pray
about might expand.

1 Thessalonians 5:16 & 17, “Be joyful always, pray continually, giving thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” James tells us it is His righteousness and not any of
our own which gives us access to God and opens up the very heart of prayer and praise.
Humility, patience, perseverance, wisdom, justice, peace and love shape the integrity of our lives,
which in turn deepens our commitment to prayer.

Pray for the grace to praise even when it doesn’t come willingly. “Have mercy on me, Lord!”
Matthew 15: 22. Read the article on page 34 in Good News — Encouragement, Issue 30.

“Establish my footsteps in thy word and do not let any iniquity have dominion over me,” Psalm
119:133. Read the article on page 35, Good News — The Power of Sin, Issue 29.

From Writings from the Wilderness ~ Lenten Reflections 2008: When most people think of
prayer, they're thinking of asking God to do something and expecting Him to answer. While |
won't deny this aspect of prayer, when Jesus walked the earth and taught His disciples to pray
He had a different emphasis in mind. His focus wasn'’t on us asking God to do something. His
prayer, the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:1-4), is as encouragement for us to trust
God as He's revealed himself and to ask for His desire to be realized in our lives and in the world
around us. In this sense, prayer serves as something to refocus my thinking so my thoughts are
God's thoughts, and I'm holding on to the promises He's made to me. “Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10.

Those who spent one hour with Him on Good Friday or Holy Saturday at church going through
the booklet “My God, My God, Why have You Forsaken Me” — the Lord's Prayer and the Lord’s
Passion, will now be familiar with the ACTS concept. Too Busy Not to Pray — Slowing Down to
Be with God, by Bill Hybels elaborates more on this and other ways to help us focus on the Lord.

E. M. Bounds devoted most of his writings to prayer. Andrew Murray — The Prayer Life — a
humble and honest look at prayer by a humble saint.

Marjorie Holmes — I've Got to Talk to Somebody, God: — a woman's conversations with God.
Just short “arrow “conversations that cheer the heart.

May the Lord richly bless us as we learn to pray without doubting (Matthew 21:22) and expect
great answers from our great God. (Ephesians 3:20).



NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

“Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial”

Despite the unusual cold and wintry day, it was still a most glorious sunny Easter
morning as our Sunday School children walked over to Erin Mills Lodge next door to
bring the Good News of the resurrection of our Lord to our dear senior friends. Such has
been the long tradition with the Sunday School here at COK, and each and every year
both the children and the seniors greatly look forward to this event. The children
delighted our neighbours with uplifting Easter anthems, inspirational scripture verses and
instrumental interludes. Afterwards, the children had the opportunity to spend some time
with the residents and give to them their beautiful Easter cards that they had made earlier
this month. Many seniors mentioned to us how lovely it was to hear the children sing
such beautiful songs and how much they enjoyed talking with both adults and children
from our congregation. The children did a wonderful job and need to be commended for
their fine efforts this special Sunday morning. We give praise and thanks to our loving
God for having sent His one and only Son to die for us, and through His resurrection we
have the promise of eternal life with Him in Heaven.

Our Sunday School children continue to learn essential Bible verses relating to their
weekly lessons with the help of Madolyn Scharrer. It is because of her time, work and
energy that the children are able to equip themselves with scripture that we pray will stay
with them for a lifetime.

As we draw closer and closer to another school year’s end, we ask that you continue to
keep the Sunday School, COK’s Nursery and Kindergarten School and the Children’s
Ministry here at Christ Our King in your daily prayers. Please remember as well the
hard-working teachers and staff who give so unselfishly of their time, energy and talents
to ensure that our youth are instructed in God’s Holy Word.

In His Service,

Donna Prusha




Join us for an exciting and interactive
children’s concert featuring the
musical group Sycamore.

Christ Our King
Lutheran Church
2150 Dundas St. West
Mississauga, Ontario

Saturday, April 26
at 1:00 p.m.

Children of all ages will enjoy this toe
tapping chance to praise our Lord.



A Concert by
RE CREW and

COK XYOULR
ip support of

orld Vision's
Hour Famipe

Sunday April 27 at 4.00



wm news— Lalled r Serve
Deuteronomy 10:12

Spring is here and we still have lots of activities coming up.

A number of us are planning to go to Barrie on Sunday April 6™ as we join other
societies within the Toronto Zone to highlight the various Mission Grants accepted
at last year's Ontario District LWMLC Convention. Should you be interested in
joining us , please talk to Hazel Steiss .

Over the past few months we have been working on counting out and bundling
Campbell Soup labels, which can then be redeemed for capital items for our school
here at Christ Our King. Our April 21°" meeting will be your last opportunity to help
out as we are nearing the end of this project. We'll let you know in next month's
newsletter just how many labels/points we have collected altogether.

Sunday May 4™ js the date of our next Mite Collection and Dedication. Please be
generous in your gifts, so that together we can fund the mission grants that enable
us to bring the Good News of Jesus to many parts of the world.

Please set aside Monday May 5t as this is the date of our Annual Ladies Banquet.
Instead of our usual Ladies Banquet, we are opting to go for a dinner to the
Mandarin. We look forward to having you come along with us. Please speak to Hazel
Steiss if you are interested.

Our mission project focus for April is that of aiding to expand community outreach
for Lutheran schools of LCC, East District. We pray:

Lord God in Heaven, source of all wisdom and knowledge, You have blessed us
abundantly by providing and preserving our Christian schools. We humbly ask that
You will bless our efforts to expand community outreach. Continually bless and
direct these schools and their students, so that all teaching and learning that takes
place may glorify You .In the name of Jesus. Amen.



Week-long Service

Lord,

I come into Your presence on Sunday morning.
You've been with me every day—guiding and guarding.
You know what I do, think and feel. s

I come to Your house partly out of habit and duty.
Help me regard worship as a privilege and pleasure,
like the psalmist to rejoice and be glad.

I praise You for Your wonderful deeds.
I must remember to thank You daily for my blessings.
My life should be worry-free all week long.

With my offering I praise and thank You.
All that I own must be used wisely.
I'm accountable to You for everything I am and have.

Here I allow my mind to dwell on Your great truths.
Let them permeate my thinking throughout the week.
You are for me! Who can be against me!

Again I'm reminded of the good news that Jesus loves me.
When I leave the church, I enter the mission field.
I must share the good news with others.

The worship service won'’t end with the benediction.
That's just the beginning of a week of service.
What [ do for others I am really doing for You.

Moses’ face was shining after an encounter with You.
May my light shine before men,
that they may see my good deeds
and praise You, my Father in heaven.

You Are Loved

God loves you

though you feel unloved or unlovable.
God loves you

with a love that is undeserved and unchanging.
God loves you

as you strive to please Him;
God loves you

as you insist on doing your own thing.
God loves you

during times you praise and thank Him;
God loves you

during times you ignore and doubt Him.
God loves you

if you are content with the pattern of life;
God loves you

if life makes no sense, seems unfair, unjust.

God loves you .
when you are surrounded by family and friends;
God loves you
when you are lonely, rejected, heartbroken.
God loves you
while you are healthy and strong;
God loves you
while you are sick and weak.
God loves you
if you are happy and successful;
God loves you
if you are miserable and discouraged.
God loves you
whether you are glad, sad, mad or bad.
God loves you
because God is love.
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