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The Deep End of Sunday School

Fall 2009

As Christians we receive a lot of encouragement to share our faith
with those around us. After all, why else would God risk leaving
us in a sinful and fallen world, when he could just take us home.
He has reason for us to be here! I believe that most Christians
really want to be good witnesses. They want to introduce others to
Jesus or draw them closer to him. Perhaps you have tried. In
many instances, trying to witness turns out to be a frustrating and uncomfortable experience. For some, just
the thought of witnessing is so unsettling that they cannot bring themselves even to try.

To help us do what so many of us truly want to do, this fall’s Deep End of Sunday School will focus on
how to share Christ with confidence. Come and join us each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. downstairs in the
lower hall.

Sept. 13 Introduction: Sharing Christ with confidence

Sept. 20 Information: What you need to know about other faiths — Part 1 — Islam
-led by Pastor James Luke

Sept. 27 What you need to know about other faiths — Part 2 — Hinduism
-led by Pastor James Luke

Oct. 4 What you need to know about other faiths — Part 3 — Sikhism
-led by Pastor James Luke

Oct. 11 Desensitization Dealing with our fear of witnessing

Oct. 18 Motivation Growing our desire to witness

Oct. 25 Transformation Becoming magnetically Christian

Nov. 1 Clarification Knowing what to say

Nov. 8 Communication Getting the message across

Now. 15 Expectation Cultivating a positive response

Beginning Nov. 22 Christianity & Atheism ... How do I share and defend my faith on

campus and in the workplace, especially when so many people that I
encounter have rejected any concept of God or faith or salvation?



September, 2009

In Deuteronomy 4, God calls on his people to take his Word to heart. Words like “Follow it” ... “Do not add
to it” ... “Do not subtract from it” ... “Keep it” ... “Observe it” ... “Do not forget.”

Why should we take God’s Word to heart? Two reasons:

1. First of all, your blessed life this side of heaven depends on it. By “blessed life” I don’t mean you
will necessarily be rich and famous. A blessed Christian life is a life lived in connection and
communion with Christ. As redeemed children of God, we have peace with God through Christ. We
can be content in any and every circumstance and situation. It does not mean that we will have a life
free from sickness or trial or trouble. It does mean that our gracious Father in heaven is with us in the
midst of them, and that he will, in his time, deliver us from them.

2. Secondly, your blessed life in eternity depends on it. In John 6 as many of Jesus’ followers were
beginning to desert him, he asked the 12, “Will you also leave?” Peter looked Jesus in the eye and
said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!” Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Yet how often we consider God’s Word of little value and importance. We neglect worship, often without
realizing that we are hurting ourselves most of all because we are starving our faith, which needs to feed on
the Word. We consider Bible Study of little value ... a waste of time ... and do grow beyond a Sunday
School level of understanding. Personal and family devotions are often hit and miss, with more miss than

hit.

Deuteronomy 4:9 takes the commands concerning
God’s Word a step farther. There God says of his
Words and Laws, “Teach them to your children and
to their children after them.”

It’s not enough to only be concerned about your own
spiritual life. God calls us to help one another, and he
calls parents and grandparents ... and every adult
Christian ... to teach God’s Word to the next
generation.

Think about all the things you teach your children ... all the things that you were taught by your parents.
There’s the usual stuff of walking, talking, toilet training, eating with something besides your fingers,
drinking from a real cup. You try to teach them manners and politeness. You want to give them a sense of
self-esteem and confidence. As they grow you begin to pass on to them the passions and interests in your
own life ... love of nature and the outdoors, soccer, golf, swimming. You teach them life lessons in finance
and romance, cooking and carpentry. All the things that are important to you get passed on to them.

One of the saddest things I see as a pastor is when parents neglect to pass on spiritual things.

A son stood up to talk at his father’s funeral service. He wanted to share with everyone who had come what
a great dad he had and how much he would miss him. He and his dad had spent lots of time together ... at
the rink ... on the golf course ... traveling ... hanging out. Weekends were great. His was the best dad

ever!



It made me think of my own dad. My dad worked evenings, from 4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m., so he and [ didn’t
have all those times together. My dad was sick and in the hospital when I learned to drive, so he didn’t teach
me. We never golfed together. I can count on one hand how many hockey games we went to together. But
what he did to was of utmost importance ... he got our family to church. He got my sisters and I to Sunday
School. He instilled in us a love for God and for God’s house. He did the one thing most needful ... he
connected us to Jesus.

That’s the challenge I want to put in front of each of you today. Don’t neglect the spiritual life of your
children. Don’t consider of little value the spiritual lives of the children and youth of our congregation and
of our Nursery School and Kindergarten. Can you think of any work in which God is more pleased, than to
teach these young ones about Jesus and his love?

I have a challenge for you today. Whether you are a parent or not, here it is. We call it:
A Prayer Partner Challenge:

Did you know that this school year we have 21 or more college and university
students from our congregation who are facing the challenges of life in a setting
that can often put a strain on their faith and Christian life?

Did you know that this school year we have 20 or more of our youth going to
high school? They too face the challenges of peer pressure and the struggle to
perform academically. Their life is more and more out in the world, and they
also face the struggle of living a Christian life.

Did you know that we have 36 Sunday School aged children in our congregation?
God calls parents to be the primary spiritual teachers for these little ones, and he
calls the church to partner with parents to help and encourage them in this work.

Did you know that 12 of those Sunday School aged children from our
congregation rarely, if ever, come to Sunday School.

Did you know that we have five little ones on our cradle roll, who have become children of God, heirs of
heaven and members of COK through the sacrament of Holy Baptism? When they were baptized, our
congregation agreed to help and support them and their parents.

Did you know that our Nursery School and Kindergarten enrollment currently stands at about 25 children?
On Sunday, September 13™ we will launch a Prayer Partner Challenge to our congregation.

We will be asking everyone or at least every family to “adopt” one of our Nursery School or Kindergarten
children, or one of our cradle roll or Sunday School children, or one of our high school youth or one of our
University or College students.

The challenge is simple ... pray for them ... encourage them ... send them a little note from time to time to
let them know that you are keeping them in your prayers.

Peace and Joy in Jesus,

Pastor Larry Flohr



LWML-C NEWS

As we begin another year of LWML-C, we
consider all the blessings God has given us:
fellowship with others in our own society as
well as with those at the zone level, an
opportunity to study God’s Word and discuss a
variety of topics included here, as well as the
opportunity to take part in a variety of mission
projects through our Work Nights and
collection of Mites. May God be the Glory!

We look forward to October 4™ our LWML-C Sunday. It will include our Mite Collection
and Dedication here at Christ Our King and then the opportunity to attend the Toronto
Zone Rally to be held at Grace, Oshawa at 2:30p.m. At this event, highlights of our
recent convention and its theme "Shine Like Stars” will take place. In addition, a
presentation by LWMLC members of the recent mission team who visited Nicaragua is
certain to be of interest to all of us. Transportation is available for those of you who
prefer not to drive on Hwy 401. Please talk to Hazel Potter-Steiss for more details.

In order to allow more spacing between ladies’ events, we are moving many of our
meeting nights to the second Monday evening of the month. However, this month we
would like to have our first meeting on September 14th.

At this meeting we should like to share with you one of the topics of discussion at our
recent LWML-Canada Convention , held this past July. Using as his basis the
convention theme, “Shine Like Stars”, Dr. Ludwig, our keynote speaker led us in a
presentation on the topic, “In a Culture of Abuse”. His message was Scripturally- based
and very informative. Also, we will have a look at the new slate of adopted Mission
Grants and other events from the convention. A short look at the listing of our Society’s
projects and activities for the upcoming year will round out the evening’s discussions.
Please plan to join us.

The Mission Grant focus for this month is that of supportmg the efforts of “Two Thai
Evangelists”. We pray:

Heavenly Father, it is Your Will that all people be saved and come to the knowledge of
Jesus as their Savior. Watch over the two women in Southern Thailand as they work
under the supervision of a local missionary, visiting in the homes of women and children.
Be with them as they travel to remote villages with the Gospel. Fill us with the desire to
reach out to them through our mites and with our prayers. If it be Your Will, provide the
needed funding for their transportation and the time they spend in lesson preparation.
May they bring the hope and encouragement of the Gospel to many of the poorest
people in the Phang-Na District. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen.



NEWS FROM THE WOMEN'S GROUP

“Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good; His love
endures forever.”

Psalm 106:1

Our Women's Group get-together on Thursday, August 20t focused on the
theme of THANKFULNESS and God’s abundant grace and blessings. This
month we met at the home of Ruth Verlinden, where we hoped to have our meal,
activities and Bible study outdoors. However, we were forced to take it all inside
due to one of the fiercest storms this region has ever experienced. But we give
thanks that we still had the opportunity to enjoy delicious food, have some fun
playing some icebreaker games and then to dig into God’s Word. Our discussion
caused us all to reflect on God'’s plentiful and undeserved blessings in our lives
and how often, due to either forgetfulness or neglect, we do not take the time to
thank the One who has provided us with everything that we need. Our activities
and questions made us realize that by hearing, reading and studying God’s Holy
Word, we can see and appreciate the daily blessings that He bestows upon us,
including the gifts of friendship and faith that we have in this group.

After some wonderful discussion and imput from many, we then read a small
devotion on thankfulness where we were reminded that God has blessed our
homes and our lives with the spirit of loveliness. We celebrate because our lives
overflow with things to be thankful for, and because God gives us the eyes to see
how incredibly we have been blessed. Following our study, we reflected on
God'’s Holy Scripture with 25 Bible verses that tell us about being thankful. Our
great evening of fellowship, fun and growing in the faith concluded with prayer,
as we brought before the Lord our requests and thanks. What a perfect ending to
a wonderful evening with other fellow sisters in Christ!

Our next get-together will take place (as usual) on the third Thursday of the
month, Thursday, September 17% at the church. We give praise and thanks that
we were able to carry on our group over the summer months, and that we also
had the opportunity to meet at friends” homes surrounded by gardens, a warm
pool and gorgeous scenery. Once we get settled back into routine, it is our hope
and prayer that others will once again come out to celebrate being Christian
sisters who enjoy a few hours once a month to bond, laugh, celebrate and grow.

In His Service,

Donna Prusha and Wendy Chant
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A SPECIAL INVITATION FOR YOU! |

THE EVENT: “Kids' Fun Day” at Christ Our

King Lutheran Church *

WHO’S INVITED: all children of COK's
Sunday School and Nursery School and
Kindergarten

WHEN: Saturday, September 12%, 2009
TIME: 10:00 - noon

ACTIVITIES: — viewing of the newest Veggie

Tales video

Fun crafts to take home

Bible story—telling *
Healthy snack *
Singing and playing of instruments

What a great way to start the school year!
Come on out and join in the fun! Moms and
Dads can drop you off and pick you up at

noon. Invite a friend if you wish!

HOPE T0O SEE YOU THERE!




GOD’S WORDS OF LIFE ON PRAYER

“For I know the plans I have for you?®,
declares the Lord,”plans to prosper
you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.
" Then you will call upon me and come and
. pray to me, and I will listen to you.
You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with
ALL YOUR HEART.”

Jeremiah 29: 11-13

Summer is over and school will soon be starting up for another year!

Our precious little ones will once again be filling up our classrooms,
anxious to learn and to grow in their faith here at Christ Our King
Lutheran Nursery School and Kindergarten and Sunday School. What a
wonderful and awesome opportunity we all have here in this church to
keep these children uplifted in prayer, as they seek to know Jesus as
their personal Saviour. Please consider the following challenge to pray
for each and every child in this building, for the little ones who come
here for day school and for our children of the congregation who attend
Sunday School. Challenge yourself and your family to pray for them all
every day. For these children are the future of this congregation and we
are all needed and responsible to ensure that they remain and grow in
the Christian faith. Pray that God would continue to bless our Children’s
Ministry with many children and with parents who faithfully bring their
little ones here to this Holy House of Worship to learn about Jesus. Keep
all the teachers and staff of both the day school and Sunday School in
your thoughts and prayers and ask God to grant them encouragement,
enthusiasm and a passion for sharing His Word. Pray for our Pastor and
ask God to continue to guide and strengthen him as he works so
diligently in this church. And pray also for all the children both near
and far who still don’t Jesus as their saving Lord. We all know that there
is power in prayer and if we commit ourselves to doing what out Lord has
commanded us to do, then watch what miracles our good and gracious
God can do! o ' o

In His Service,

Donna Prusha




Christ Our King Lutheran

Financial Reports

The financial statements included in this report consist of the following:
1. Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities, and Changes in Congregational Resources.
2. The Balance Sheet.
3. The Income Statement which includes a comparison to the annual budget.
4. The Designated Funds Statement.
Highlights are as follows:

o Total assets of the church equal $1,560,164, of which $31,967 are cash and cash equivalent assets.
This represents a drop in assets of $15,558 from December 31, 2008, when it was $1,575,722. This
reduction is mainly reflected in a drop of $13,330 in the current balance in our bank account.

e Increases to the Designated Funds totalled $12,394, of which $6,200 was from donations, with $488
coming from Euchre Nights in February and May, $3,818 was from transfers and corrections, and
$2,377 was from the PST refund. Decreases to the Designated Funds totalled $7,626, of which
disbursements to designated projects totalled $3,809, and $3,818 were transfers and corrections.

o Total revenue of $124,668 from the regular weekly offerings is $2,914 over budget, and is $5,431
greater than last year’s offerings of $119,531 at this time. This represents some improvement over the
June 30™s offerings of $111,368 which reflected an over-budget amount of $975, but the year over
year comparison of $5,431 is significantly greater than the June 30™s year over year comparison of
$2,992.

e Expenses incurred by the various boards total $145,473 and are $2,096 under the 2009 year-to-date
budget. Total expenses at this time last year were $148,636, which is $3,162 greater than this year’s
expenses.

e We are currently operating at a deficit of $20,511, compared to a budgeted deficit of $22,385, and a
prior year deficit of $29,105 at July 31, 2008. With regard to the budget, we are $5,303 better than the
projected deficit, and we are $8,593 better than last year at this time.

% The results for June 2009, as highlighted above, shows that the challenges in our financial position
continue as shown in the depletion of our cash resources, and we will continue to have these challenges as
the year progresses. Our bank balance is being depleted in order to meet the shortfall between our
revenues and our expenses. We thank you for your prayer support in asking God to enable us to meet
these financial challenges as we move into the latter part of the year. We also ask you to pray for God’s
guidance in your own individual stewardship roles in helping the church to overcome these challenges as
the year progresses. Please remember that it is important that you keep up with your offering
commitments to our church during the summer months as the salaries and bills we need to pay still
continue during these months. If you have missed attending services during the summer months, please
consider giving a catch-up offering this fall to enable us to meet our financial obligations.

The Treaswer  Auguot 7, 2009



Christ Our King Lutheran Church

Comparative Income Statement (Cash basis) July 31, 2009

REVENUE

Revenue from Offerings

Current Offerings

Missions

Plate Offerings (cash)

Sunday School

Nursery School

Total Revenue from Offerings
Interest Income on CEF Funds
Interest Income on School Account
Gain on Sale of Securities

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSE

Board of Elders
Total Expenditures - Elders

Board of Trustees
Total Expenditures - Trustees

Board of Stewardship
Total Expenditures - Stewardship

Board of Education
Total Expenditure - Education

Board of Evangelism
Total Expenditures - Evangelism

Board of Youth
Total Expenditures - Youth

Board of Fellowship
Total Expenditures - Feflowship

Christ our King Lutheran School
Total Expenditures - CoKLS

TOTAL EXPENSE

NET INCOME

Generated On: 06/08/2009

Actual to 31/07/2009 Budget to 31/07/2009 Difference 2009 Budget
120,701.90 116,435.18 4,266.72 237,658.41
2,071.00 3,055.81 (984.81) 4,665.21
1,665.50 1,961.88 (396.38) 3,450.12
330.08 301.95 28.13 566.26
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
124,668.48 121,754.82 2,913.66 246,340.00
215.02 0.00 215.02 0.00
78.36 0.00 78.36 0.00

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
293.38 0.00 293.38 0.00
124,961.86 121,754.82 3,207.04 246,340.00
66,287.45 65,454.86 (832.59) 110,100.00
36,946.52 36,774.53 (171.99) 61,400.00
16,766.60 16,576.00 (190.60) 29,736.00
5,269.23 2,480.00 (2,789.23) 7,800.00
1,725.42 1,650.00 (75.42) 3,200.00
170.51 800.00 629.49 1,300.00
724.95 583.31 (141.64) 1,000.00
17,682.47 23,250.00 5,667.53 31,800.00
145,473.15 147,568.70 2,095.55 246,336.00
(20,511.29) (25,813.88) 5,302.59 4.00




Christ Our King Lutheran Church

Designated Funds Statement July 31, 2009

Receipts from Congregation
Disbursements to Designated Projects

Account Description Balance Receipts Payments . Balance
01-Jan-09 & Transfers In & Transfers Out 31-Jul-09

3805 Offering Envelopes (Note 8) 0.00 267.00 (5.00) 262.00
3811 Memorial Funds (Note 8) 4,252.30 945.36 (751.10) 4,446.56
3814 Elders Contingency Fund 500.69 705.00 (520.00) 685.69
3820 Organ Fund 925.00 0.00 0.00 925.00
3841 Contingency Fund (Note 8) 4,508.59 44.72 (35.00) 4,518.31
3847 Sanctuary Fund (Note 8) (426.25) 2,056.25 (1,630.00) 0.00
3848 Parsonage Repairs (Note 8) (192.42) 3,494.80 (1,977.55) 1,324.83
3850 Lutheran Bible Translators 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
3855 Library 138.41 0.00 0.00 138.41
3860 CLWR Contributions 386.48 375.00 (386.48) 375.00
3870 Seminarian Student Fund 394.20 190.00 (250.00) 334.20
3875 Donations for Youth (Note 8) 617.01 67.84 0.00 684.85
3880 LWML 270.00 0.00 (270.00) 0.00
3885 Sundry, Flowers, etc. (Note 8) 27223 1,617.50 (310.64) 1,579.09
3890 Vacation Bible School 1,420.36 2,215.29 (1,073.18) 2,562.47
3891 Lutheran Laymen's | eague 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
3892 Nursery School 1,912.35 0.00 (392.12) 1,520.23
3893 Lutheran School (Note 8) 18,467.43 315.10 (25.00) 18,757.53

33,446.38 12,393.86 (7,626.07) 38,214.17

L.ess PST refund (Note 8) 2,376.52
Less other transfers/corrections (Note 8) 3,817.55 (3,817.56)

6,199.79 Includes $487.50 from Euchre Nights

Choir Practices

-3,808.51

HAPPINESS
|5 SINGING
INTHE CHOIR !

This is an invitation to all singers to join us for our first choir practice on
Wednesday September 9™ at 6:00p.m.

It is necessary , due to other personal commitments, to have such an early start.
| apologize to those of you who have difficulty with this, but | hope that you will
understand. : -

My hope is that with a one hour practice on designated Wednesdays, along with
additional practices on Sundays between services (whenever possible), that we
will have sufficient practice time for our anthems.

Please join us as we strive to enhance our worship services with choral and
instrumental music.
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Speak an Encouraging Word

When people ask us to lend them our ears,
sometimes we offer instead a piece of our mind.

If a person tells you in confidence something stupid he has done
be slow to criticize.

Don’t say, “Whatever made you do such a thing?”’ or

“Well, I wamed you. . . . You should have. . . .”

He needs someone to hear the confession.

Don’t turn him off.

Help him figure out what can be done about the situation.

)

When someone tells you of an evil thing he’s done,

try not to act shocked. Don’t be quick to judge.

Try to understand what made him act as he did.

God wants to love him through you.

Gently remind him: “God forgives for Jesus’ sake. So do |
Tomorrow is a new chance to begin again.”

Boost the confidence of the person

who comes to you to talk about her troubles.

Express belief in her ability to cope and eventually conquer.
Talking about her problem relieves some tensions,

helps crystallize her convictions.

Help her to sort out the facts.

Don't make decisions for her:

“Yououghtto. .. . If he were my husband, I'd. . . .”

It's hard to listen to some people.

They wallow in self-pity, constantly harping on their woes.

Do them a favor by listening for a while, and

then change the subject.

Say, “When I have troubles, I find it helpful to

stress the positive.

The Bible tells us, ‘Give thanks in all circumstances.’

(1 Thessalonians 5:18) There must be some things for which you
can be thankful. Name a few and concentrate on them.”

As opportunity arises, speak a word of encouragement.
Tell how God has answered your prayers.

Explain how your faith helped you through crises.
Witness to your confidence in God's love,

“What He has done for others, He will do for you.”

Say ‘“Thank You”

Many doors are opened with two magic keys. .
One of them is “‘thank you”; the other one is *‘please.

Most parents teach their little children to use

these tokens of good manners and good sense.

If a two-year-old forgets to respond with *“Thank you,”
the parent prods, “What do you say?”

Sometimes grown-ups need such prodding.
We are apt to take the service of others for granted —
especially when we didn’t have to coax them to perform.

Nobody likes to be overlooked or unappreciated.

Have you ever held a door open for someone
who passed by without even a nod of acknowledgement?
You'd like to ask, “What do you say?”

When we fail to express our gratitude to those

in the home, at work, in the community or congregation,
we diminish them.

We may lessen their desire to do good in the future.

When we love our neighbors, we obey the Lord.
We react to His immense love for us.

Whether or not they express gratitude

should net hinder us from pléasing Him.

Yet a “‘thank you” does gladden the heart.

It encourages us to be helpful and kind.

“Let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works.” (Hebrews 10:24)

A sincere “‘thank you™ helps to stir.
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